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Need for P.G. Diploma in Museology

In the twenty-first century, there is an increase in the number of museums managed by the
government, public and private sectors. Also, the number of small museums with interesting
concepts are increasing day by day in the recent past. In proportion to this development, there is a
dearth of skilled human resources for the management and upkeep of these museums on one hand
and conserving the specimens on the other. Only a few universities have museology courses in
India. In Maharashtra, there is a need for P.G. Diploma in Museology. Keeping this in mind, a
P.G. Diploma in Museology at DC PGRI, Pune is being proposed. We have two museums i.e., the
Archaeology Museum and Maratha History Museum.

The specific aims of the course

1. Bringing clarification among the students about the theory and practice necessary for the
effective management of a museum.

2. Providing insightful knowledge of “longstanding societal and cultural process” and
structured understanding of the historicity of cultural materiality to the students, majorly
for the better interpretation and curation of a museum collection.

3. To provide an in-depth understanding of various approaches and methods involved with
the identification, documentation, presentation and preservation of museum objects and
specimens.

4. To equip students with knowledge and training about the dynamic role that a museum and
museum personnel play as an institutional body for community development, educational
development, tourism and building national identity.

5. To encourage students to carry out the highest order of research programs of cultural or
scientific value in specialist areas for the advancement of future care and to contribute to
the accumulation of knowledge for widening our understanding of human history.

6. To provide appropriate training in how to organize public-oriented events, build volunteer
organizations, fundraise from external sources, and establish an institutional partnership.

7. To provide students, at the successful completion of the course, with a qualification which
will assist their professional career in the museum and galleries sector.

Rules and Regulation

1.  The One-year Programme in Museology is titled “P.G. Diploma in Museology.”

2. Minimum eligibility for the said P.G. Diploma in Museology is Graduation in any stream
from a UGC-recognized Indian and Foreign university (as per the AIU foreign
equivalence list) having secured a minimum of 55% aggregate in case of General and
OBC categories and 50% in case of candidates belonging to SC/ST categories are eligible
to apply.

3. The total intake of the students for the P.G. Diploma in Museology is initially 25.
Reservation of seats in this course will be as per the Government policy. The selection
criterion is through an entrance test, and a personal interaction if necessary. For in-service
or sponsored candidates, it will be only through interviews.



4.  The course content teaching and evaluation will be bilingual (English and Hindi).

5.  TheP.G. Diploma in Museology will be conducted in the Semester mode. Semester I will
have five courses/papers of four credits each (Choice Based Credit System). Semester 11
will have 4 papers with the exception of MUS 204 of 8 credits.

6.  An important component of this program is to develop student’s skills for museum
service.

How to Apply

A duly filled application form must reach the Academic Section after the announcement on the
Deccan College website (https://www.dcpune.ac.in). The selected candidates will receive a formal
intimation letter for admission from the office.

Assessment Methods

For museum courses, the methods of assessment shall include at least three of the following:

CoNoGOrwNE

-
©

Written Test

Practical Assignment

Laboratory Report

Seminar Presentation

Group activity

Field related activity

Lectures

Workshops

Student-led group work Online work

Study visits/fieldwork Feedback on all assessed work self-directed learning independent
research

Course Outcome

Wider knowledge and ability to critically engage themselves with major theoretical,
methodological, and professional themes in contemporary museum studies as defined in
the course framework.

The student should be demonstrating their self and cultural awareness regarding the range
of museum-related issues, and creatively and thoughtfully apply the knowledge gained
from the course within specific professional and academic contexts.

Demonstrate the intellectual skills appropriate to postgraduate study.

Work both independently and collaboratively.

Demonstrate a range of personal transferable skills including communication skills.
Perform to a high professional standard to secure employment.

Plan a response to research questions by formulation of aims, objectives and
methodologies based on a comprehensive understanding of museum studies research.
Locate, select and analyze information relevant to a research project.


https://www.dcpune.ac.in/

P.G. Diploma in Museology

Paper [SEMESTER-I Marks Full No. of
code Marks | Credits
External |Internal Total
MUS 101| Introduction to Museum 50 50 100 4
and Museology:
Emergence and Concepts
MUS 102| Collection Management 50 50 100 4
and Museum
Documentation
MUS 103| Museum Exhibition and 50 50 100 4
Education
MUS 104 | Museum and Archaeology 50 50 100
MUS 105 | Case Study/Project 50 50 100
(Report) (Viva-
\oce)
SEMESTER -1l
MUS 201| Museum and Heritage 50 50 100 4
Sustainability
MUS 202 | Museum Education, 50 50 100 4
Interpretation and
Publication
MUS 203| Care and Preservation of 50 50 100 4
Museum Objects
MUS 204 | Internship (Compulsory) 8
Total 8 Papers 800 40




SEMESTER-I

MUS 101: Introduction to Museum and Museology: Emergence and Concepts

Credits- 4 L (60 TH)

Unit 1: Introduction to Museology (12 TH)

I. Definition of Museum, scope and function (aims and objectives)

ii.  Museology, museography and other developments, eg new museology, critical
museology, total museology, inclusive Museology, heritage study, and digital
heritage

iii.  Types and classification of museums, changing concepts of museums

iv. Museology as a profession

v.  Professional Ethics

vi.  Museology as an Academic Discipline

Unit 2: History and Philosophy of Museums (8 TH)
i. History and Philosophy of Museums in India and Abroad
ii.  Museum movement in India
iii.  Growth and Expansion of Museums in the Colonial Context
iv.  Objectives of Museums

Unit 3: Functions and Types of Museums (12 TH)

I. Primary functions of the Museum (Collection, Conservation, Documentation,
Exhibition, Education, Research).

ii.  Types and classification of museums, changing concepts of museums.

iii.  Artand Archaeological Museums, Anthropological Museums, Ethnological Museums,
Natural History Museums, Science Museums, Children’s Museums, Wax Museums,
Underwater, Digital, and Personalia Museums iv. Inclusion of a zoo, botanical garden,
planetarium, science centre, reserve forest and sanctuary, eco-museum, open-air
museum, neighbourhood museum, virtual museum, heritage centres, etc, in the ambit
of classical museums.

Unit 4 Recent Development in Museum and Museology (5 TH)
i. Origin and Definition of ECO and New Museology
ii.  Origin and Definition of Para and Virtual Museum

Unit 5 Building Requirements (12 TH)
i. Site and Location Selection for Proposed Museum
ii.  Adaptation of Old Buildings for Museums
iii.  Conceptual Design for Museum Building
iv.  Phase-Wise Physical Planning for Museum Building



Unit 6 Museum Environment (7 TH)

i. Relation between Architect, Museologist and Museum Authority
ii.  Space Allocation for Public and Service Areas

iii.  Cleaning and Maintenance of Museum Buildings

iv.  Security of the Museum Building

Unit 7 Professional Bodies Related to Museum (4 TH)

i. ICOM and UNESCO
ii. ICOM Code of Professional Ethics
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Goode, G.B. 1895. The principles of museum administration, Museums Association
Conference Proceedings, 69-79.

Hebditch, M. 1991. Essential values, Museums Journal 91(11): 29-31.
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Cambridge University Press.
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Cambridge University Press.
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and Code of Professional Ethics ICOM.
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Public Culture, Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington DC.
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York: Leicester University Press.
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London: Routledge.
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Prakashan.
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York: Leicester University Press.
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Studies, Vol. 2. London: Athlone
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Smithsonian Institution Press.

Wittlin, A.S. 1970. Museums: In Search of Usable Future. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press. Seth.



MUS 102: Collection Management and Museum Documentation

Credits- 4 L (60 TH)

Unit 1: Museum Collection Management (26 TH)

i.  Acquisition:

iv.
V.
vi.
Vii.

Historical Background of Museum Collection

Ethics of collection

Modes of acquisition: Gift, bequeath, excavation, exploration, expedition,
loan, exchange, purchase, confiscation, and fabrication

Authentication Method

Art and Artifact Purchase Committee

Insurance

Replication/duplication, forgery, export/import, auction

ii.  Registration and Documentation:

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
Vi.
Vii.
Viil.
iX.

Accessioning and deaccessioning

Numbering

Marking

Identification, classification, dating, a search of bibliographical reference
Cataloguing

Indexing

Photo documentation

Computerised documentation, digital cataloguing

Problems in documentation, eg, fabricated exhibits, plastic art, oral history
(non-material culture/ intangible heritage)

iii.  Storage and transport of collection

Packaging: material, methods, etc.
Handling the Collection: During the transit
Trans-shipment: modes, methods, insurance

Unit 2: Museum Storage Management (5 TH)

Storage Placement in Museum Buildings
Environment and Visual Storage Concept
Handling, Packing and Moving Collections

Unit 3: Meaning and Purpose of Documentation (12 TH)

i
ii.
iii.
iv.

V.

Documentation Policy

Numbering system

Types of numbering systems: bipartite, tripartite and classified numbering
systems

Different types of documentation: temporary documentation, item and
control documentation

Temporary Registration



vi.  Accession register
vii. Catalogue cards, Index cards, Gallery cards and Register
viii.  Organisation and maintenance of reference library principles of Library Science

Unit 4: Storage Documentation System (5 TH)

i.  Museum Security and Reserve of Collections
il. Existing Protection Laws and Directives

Unit 5: Museum Documentation System (12 TH)

I.  Collection Procedures
ii.  Exhibits Loan Service
iii.  Policy and Procedures of Exhibition Load Service
iv. Ethics of Collection
v. Photography, Film and Video
vi.  Collection and Field Documentation
vii. Computerized Documentation
viii.  Copyright/Intellectual Property Right
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Nicholson, T.D. 1974. Policy on the acquisition and disposition of collection material,
Curator, 17 (1): 59.

North West Museums Service 1992. Collection Management Plan Guidelines, NWMS.
Blackburn, O. E. 1987. Information Policies for Museums. Cambridge: Museum
Documentation Association.
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MUS 103: Museum Exhibition and Education

Credits- 4 L (60 TH)

Unit 1: Principles of Museum Exhibitions and Display (10 TH)

i.  Objectives and Purposes of Museum Exhibitions
ii.  Display furniture and fixtures: cases, pedestals, stands, panels, mounts,
lighting fixtures
iii.  Circulation: random, suggestive, directional
iv. Labels: types, material, size, language, position, execution, evaluation
v.  Visual and verbal aids: charts, graphs/graphics, photographs,
film/video, CD- ROM/DVD
vi.  Types of exhibits: original/fabricated, static/movable, models (scale/non-scale,
working/non-working),  participatory/interactive,  diorama/habitat  group,
tableaux,
vii.  Types of exhibitions: object-oriented/concept-oriented, thematic, contextual,
chronological, geographical, integral, comparative, natural, synthetic, didactic,
special, permanent/temporary/travelling/circulating/mobile, etc.

Unit 2: Exhibition Setup (20 TH)
Principles of exhibition designing

i. Human factors: basic human dimensions (anthropomorphic data),
ergonomics, human nature and tendencies Principles of exhibit arrangement
and use of space

ii. Objective (individual exhibits and overall exhibition)

iii. Conceptualisation, goal/target, theme development, sequencing and
story development, reference research

iv. Curator, Designer, Educator interaction; division of labour

V. Planning and designing exhibits in a particular setting: layout drawing, mock-up
(scale model), colour scheme, accessibility, visitor circulation, evaluation
(frontend) and correction

Vi. Designing individual exhibits, working sheets/drawings, collection/fabrication,
and arrangement/mounting/installation
vii. Animation techniques: optical, mechanical, electrical, electromechanical,
electronic, computerised, robotics, etc.
viii. Interaction/participation modes

iX. Principles of exhibit lighting
X. Audio-visual aids

12



Xi.
Xii.
Xiii.
Xiv.

Text: content, size, fonts, background, placement, and storyline
Documentation

Scheduling

Evaluation: front-end, formative and summative; correction

Unit 3: Museum Interpretation and Communication (10 TH)

Vi.
Vil.
Viii.

Principles of Interpretation in Museum

Theories of Interpretation in Museum Realm and their Development
Tilden’s Approach

Sam Ham and Museum Communication through TORE

Beck and Cable’s idea of Holistic Museum Communication

Major models

Communication strategies, interpersonal relations

Verbal and visual communication

Unit 4: Museum Education (20 TH)

i

ii.
iii.
iv.

Vi.
Vii.
Viii.

iX.
X.

Xi.

Xii.
Xiii.
Xiv.

XV.
XVI.

Concept of Museum as Education Centre
Principles of Museum Education
Role of Museum in Informal Education
Educational Programs in Museums: Pre-visit orientation, guiding, popular lectures,
demonstration lectures, discovery rooms, film shows, audio-video shows, quiz
programmes, declamation, essay competition, science Kkit, art kit, sit and draw,
hobby activities, creativity centres, production of educational resource material,
Teachers’ training programme, etc.
Target Groups
Teaching and Learning Methods in Museum
Museum Publication
Cards, folders, monographs, bulletins, guidebooks, catalogues, statutes, annual
reports, mission/ vision statements, forward plans, etc
Extension Service and Outreach Program School loan service

Travelling exhibition, mobile exhibition, museobus: design, organisation,
scheduling

Special programmes at the school, science or art fairs, seminars, a walk-through
trip to cultural/ natural heritage sites, etc

Museum recreation and games, discovery/ activity rooms

Special programmes for children, aged, differently able, underprivileged

Guided Tour

Significance of Guided Tours in Museums

Guide Services in Museums

Selected Reading List

1. Adams, G. 1989. Museums and Galleries: A Teachers Handbook. Hutchinson.

2. Ambrose, T.M. (Ed.) 1987. Education in Museums: Museums in Education. Edinburgh:
Scottish Museums Council and HMSO.

3. Ambrose, T.M. 1987. Education in Museums: Museums in Education, Scottish Museums
Council. Anderson, D. 1989 Learning history in museums, International J. of Museum
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Washington (DC).

Elizabeth Bogle. 2013. Museum Exhibition Planning and Design. New York: Altamira Press.
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MUS 104: Museum and Archaeology

Credits- 4 L (60 TH)

Unit 1: History of Indian Archaeology (20 TH)

i From Antiquarianism to Archaeology (Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal and the
Indian Museum, Calcutta- Col. Colin Mackenzie, Alexander Cunningham and the
formation of the Archaeological Survey of India, Surveys, explorations, and
excavations in different regions)

ii.  Major archaeological sites, monuments, museums and people (John Marshall —
Mortimer Wheeler, Bruce Foote, A. Ghosh, Bridget and Raymond Alichins, S. R.
Rao — H. D. Sankalia, Paddayya- representation of archaeology in the National
Museum

Unit 2: Fundamentals of Archaeology (10 TH)

I Human Evolution and Prehistory (Evolution corresponds to stone tools and
techniques-Paleolithic-Mesolithic-Neolithic)

ii. Survey and Excavation (exploration of physical and scientific, vertical, horizontal,
and quadrant methods of excavation)

iii.  Documentation and Dating techniques (Absolute/chronometric and relative dating)

iv.  Care and storage of archaeological materials (packing, transportation,
conservation, storage and display)

Unit 3: Archaeological approaches to artefacts (10 TH)

I Artefacts and their context

ii.  Attributes of material culture (ceramics, metal, trade, coins, sacred sites, past
technology)

iii.  Descriptive and interpretive approaches

iv.  New Archaeological (Processual and Post processual approaches)

Unit 4: Epigraphy, Paleography and Numismatic Studies (20 TH)

i. Decipherment of Brahmi and Kharosthi Scripts

ii. Origin of Brahmi and Kharosthi

iii. Role of Palaeography

iv. Numismatic studies and its implication in understanding ancient Indian history
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Mus 105: Case Study/Project

Credits- 4 L (60 TH)

This paper allows students to undertake a Case study/Project and submit a report. Followed by
Viva-Voce.

Course outcome:

Students learn how to do research and contribute new research findings.
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SEMESTER-II

MUS 201: Museum and Heritage Sustainability

Credits- 4 L (60 TH)
Unit 1: Context of Sustainability and Heritage (20 TH)

i.  What are Cultural heritage sustainability and its principals

ii.  Indigenous-, community- and land-based knowledge and stewardship

iii. International Ideals: Sustainable Development Goals, World Heritage and
Indigenous Rights

iv.  Bridging natural-cultural heritage conservation and Sustainability

Unit 2: Museum and Sustainable development goals (20 TH)
I.  Historic cities, suburbs and sustainable planning/regulation
ii.  Safeguarding Intangible and tangible cultural heritage
iii.  Capacity Building and Cultural Mapping

Unit 3: Museum and Sustainable Heritage Tourism (20 TH)

i Philosophy of Marketing

ii.  Marketing of heritage tourism

iii.  Sustainable development issues in heritage tourism, marketing model, local
community Involvement, partnership and collaboration

iv. Heritage museum, hotels, festivals: Gandhi Memorial Museum and Tibet House
Museum, New Delhi, India; Imperial Hotel, New Delhi, India; Hozenji Hotel, Japan;
Kumbh Mela, Allahabad, India.

v.  Authentic heritage merchandise, market and shopping
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6. Basu, P. and W. Modest (Eds.) 2015. Museum, Heritage and International Development.
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8-15.
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W. Nuryunti (Ed.) Tourism and Heritage Management (pp. 88-100). Yogyakarta: Gadjah
Mada University Press.

World Heritage Committee 2015. Policy Document for the Integration of Sustainable
Development Perspective into the Processes of the World Heritage Convention.

MUS 202: Museum Education, Interpretation and Publication

Credits- 4 L (60 TH)

Unit 1: Principles of Museum Education (15 TH)

i. Definition of museum education

ii.  Museum as a learning resource

iii.  Museum education Vs formal education

iv.  Museums as centres for special education

v.  Elements of educational and behavioural psychology (cognitive psychology)

vi.  Theories of learning and visual perception

vii. Role and potential of museums in informal, non-formal and
formal education/learning

viii. Museums and life-long learning

iX.  Barriers to learning in museums

X.  Education versus interpretation

xi.  Ethics of museum education

Unit 2: Museum Education (15 TH)

I. Theories of learning- characteristics of learning in museums- various learning
activities such as guides tours, lectures, talks, storytelling, workbooks, workshops,
demonstrations, drama, role play, live interpretation, and digital methods, for
different target groups
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Making learning opportunities accessible to persons with disabilities

Museum extension services — travelling and mobile exhibitions, school loan Kits,
community programmes, excursions, field trips, and heritage walks. Extension
through digital media

Museum publication — purpose and types.

Feedback — purposes and methods

Unit 3: Educational Programmes (5 TH)

Pre-visit orientation, guiding, popular lectures, demonstration lectures, discovery rooms, film
shows, audio-video shows, quiz programmes, declamation, essay competition, science Kit, art Kit,
sit and draw, hobby activities, creativity centres, production of educational resource material,
Teachers’ training programme.

Unit 4: Extension/ Out-reach Programmes (15 TH)

Vi.
Vil.
viii.

School loan service

Travelling exhibition

Mobile exhibition

Museobus: design, organisation, scheduling

Special programmes at the school, science or art fairs, seminars, and walk-through
trips to cultural/ natural heritage sites.

Special programmes: For children, aged, handicapped, and underprivileged.

vii. Museum recreation and games, discovery/ activity rooms.

Museum publication: cards, folders, monographs, bulletins, guidebooks,
catalogues, statutes, annual reports, mission/ vision statements, and forward plans.

Unit 5: Museum Publications (10 TH)

Catalogues of Collection, Popular guidebooks, Poster, Poster cards, Stickers.
Technical papers, Manuscripts and research papers, monographs, Video discs,
audiotapes and computer software.

Modern methods of publications

E-Publications, E-books, E-Journals.

Selected Reading List
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MUS 203: Care and Preservation of Museum Objects

Credits-4 L (60 TH)

Unit 1: Conservation and Preservation (20 TH)

General Principles of Conservation

I. Preventive measures
ii.  Curative measures ii. Analysis of collected materials and preventive conservation
iii.  Organic and inorganic objects
iv. Physical, chemical and biological changes — glass, metal, paper, stone,
textile, wood and ivory
v. Basic preventive conservation — cleaning and simple treatment
vi.  Causes of deterioration
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Unit 2: Micro Climate and Museum Buildings (5 TH)

i. Climatology and Museum Architecture
ii. Public Convenience in Museum Buildings
iii. Disaster Management and Museum Architecture

Unit 3: Museum Security Management (5 TH)

i. Physical Security Personnel
ii.  Electric and Electronic Devices in Museum Security
iii.  Museum Security and Museum Architecture

Unit 4: Conservation and Preservation (20 TH)

i. General Principles of Conservation, Preservation and Restoration
ii.  Analysis of Materials

iii.  Causes of Deterioration

iv.  Treatment of Organic and Inorganic Objects

v.  Wet Preservation of Biological Specimens

vi.  Museum Laboratory and Documentation Procedure

Unit 5: Conservation Policy (10 TH)

i. Traditional Method of Care and Preservation of Cultural Objects
ii.  Risk Analysis and Management

iii.  Role of Curator and Conservator in Conservation

iv.  Museum Laboratory

v.  Conservation Ethics
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Mus 204: Internship (Compulsory)

Credit 8

The students will be attached to two Museums at Deccan College or any other museum for one
month to gain practical exposure to a particular area of museum work. They are expected to
submit a request for their preference for an internship which is approved by the Head/Vice-
Chancellor after considering administrative aspects. The candidate will be expected to work
under the supervision of a museum professional and submit a report after completion through
her/his supervisor with comments for evaluation.
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